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Abstract

One of the major developments of twentieth-century mathematics was the adaptation and generaliza-
tion of the results and methods of classical analysis (analysis before 1900) to the infinite-dimensional
setting. Perhaps somewhat idiosyncratically, I will call this body of mathematics Functional Analysis.
This talk will discuss the origins of some of the key ideas in Functional Analysis, highlighting how
they gestated in the work of Ivar Fredholm on integral equations and how they were born in David

Hilberts’s work on “functions of infinitely many variables”.
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