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Abstract

Supply chain (supply network) is a set of linkages among many organizations, which are all

involved in the provision of a given product to the final consumer. They typically comprise

of manufacturers, parts suppliers, dealers, and logistic service providers. The importance

of working together to efficiently and effectively meet the needs of the consumer continues

to generate considerable interest in the corporate world as well as in academia. In this

presentation, we will examine major issues that are pertinent to supply chain management

research. Further, we will discuss some mathematical models and solution methods for

addressing issues relating to inventory costs in an automotive supply chain. Limitations of

existing models and methods as well as areas where extensions can be made will also be

described.
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